Leader Conversation Guide—Seated in Heavenly Places
Main Idea
In this week’s message, Pastor Dino continued our “Close to Jesus” series by reminding us that
because of Jesus’ finished work on the cross, we have a seat in heavenly places. In the story of
Jesus’ death, we witness both the suffering Jesus went through to save us from our sins and
the extent of His grace through His encounter with the thieves who died beside Him. In their
final moments of life, one thief chose to blaspheme Jesus, and the other recognized Jesus as
Lord and asked Him to remember him in His heavenly Kingdom. In His grace, Jesus assured the
repentant thief that he would be with Him that day in Heaven. Jesus is our bridge from death
to life, but the cross requires a response from each of us, just as it did from the thieves that day.
Let’s choose to receive the love and grace Jesus displayed on the cross, make Him the Lord of
our lives, and ensure that we are seated in heavenly places!
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good works are not required for salvation.
salvation is instantaneous.
God loves lost people.
there is a place for us in Heaven.

“Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed
Him, saying, ‘If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.’ But
the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not even
fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? And
we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds;
but this Man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said to Jesus,
‘Lord, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.’ And
Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with
Me in Paradise.’” 											
								
Luke 23:39-43 (NKJV)

Talk About It
1.

The forgiven thief shows that we receive salvation in an instant. Have you ever had a
difficult time letting go of the sins of your past? How does understanding how quickly and
completely Jesus pardoned your sin affect your mindset?
2. How does Jesus’ forgiveness of the thief on the cross shift your perspective about the
pressure we can feel to do “good works?”
3. Pastor Dino said that the cross requires a response and that neutrality is not an option.
What is the proper response to the depth of love, grace, and mercy Jesus showed us on the
cross? Discuss what it looks like to shift from a neutral response to this proper response.

“We’re never too far away that Jesus’ grace can’t save us.”
Prayer
Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for our sins, for choosing to love all of us, and for
forgiving us instantly, no matter what we’ve done or may do. Help us to let go of the sins of our
past as we receive the truth about our salvation. In response to Your sacrifice on the cross, we
make You the Lord of our lives. We can’t wait to be seated in Heaven with You!

Leader Tips
•

Encourage your group members to spend time considering anything from their past that
they may be holding on to. As a group, take time to surrender your pasts to Jesus, and make
a fresh commitment to stepping out of neutrality and into the fullness of life in Christ.

